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FAMS COURSE SELECTION BOOK 2020-2021 
**Required Course 
 
PART I: GRADE 6 
  
**ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6 
English Language Arts 6 is a required core academic course that meets for two periods daily                
implementing a curriculum aligned to the Common Core English Language Arts Standards. Language             
Arts is an integrated discipline in which reading, writing, listening, speaking and language skills are               
developed within a reading and writing workshop approach allowing students to learn independently and              
collaboratively. Throughout the year, students will be challenged to increase their proficiency within these              
disciplines through reading and analyzing complex texts in a variety of genres, utilizing the writing process                
to research and produce narrative, informative, and argumentative texts, participating in listening and             
speaking experiences, acquiring and applying English language conventions knowledge, and learning           
and using vocabulary-solving strategies. Technology is integrated into instruction on a regular basis to              
both engage learners and enhance 21st century skills.  
 
Because English Language Arts instruction builds an understanding of the human experience through             
critical thinking, problem-solving, communication, collaboration, and creativity, the curriculum is delivered           
through a thematic approach centered on a quarterly theme to provide a common context for learning                
grounded in the exploration of essential questions driven by inquiry to acquire deeper meaning and               
understanding of content and literacy skills. Grade 6 quarterly themes are empowerment, connections,             
discovery, and triumph.  
  
**MATHEMATICS 6  
In Math 6, we will be incorporating the National Common Core Standards for Mathematics. These               
standards cover 1) factors and multiples, 2) ratios, rational numbers, and equivalence, 3) understanding              
fraction operations, 4) two-dimensional measurement, 5) computing with decimals and percents, 6)            
algebra concepts,  and 7) statistics and data analysis. 
  
For more information on the Common Core Standards, see http://standards.dpi.wi.gov/stn_ccss. 
  
**SOCIAL STUDIES 6 – Introduction to U.S. History  
The sixth grade social studies course will be a study of U.S. History starting with the meeting of 3                   
peoples, i.e., native or indigenous peoples, the Europeans, and sub-Saharan Africans, and end with the               
War of 1812. The course will focus on the following themes: 1) the saga of westward growth in a new                    
land with its triumphs and tragedies; 2) the development of a new democracy and its constant challenge;                 
3) the economic and technological changes which are still at work in the country; and 4) those cultural                  
forces that have in the past and are still shaping our society, including education, family and religion. We                  
will also investigate the role of several major historical figures from the time of Columbus to the War of                   
1812. 
 
 
  

1 



**SCIENCE 6  
Science is a required course that meets every day during the school year . It is an activity-based course                   
that is centered on the concepts of science and process of scientific inquiry.  
 
**HEALTH 6  
This course meets every other day opposite physical education classes. It is designed to help provide                
students with the knowledge to make decisions leading to a healthy, productive life. Major units are                
mental health, drug education, exercise and nutrition, and diseases. 
  
**PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6  
Physical education is a required course that meets every other day. Units include adventure education,               
soccer, basketball, volleyball, fitness, swim, archery, handball, biking and rollerblading. 
 
ART ELEMENTS 6 - REQUIRED 
This is the art class that all of our 6th graders get to take. Experiences in drawing and design, clay, paint,                     
and other materials will lay the foundation for our artists who are on their way to becoming better                  
craftspeople, designers, creative thinkers, and problem solvers. 
 
MIXED MEDIA AND DIGITAL ART - ELECTIVE  
This class goes beyond Art Elements 6 and is highly recommended for all students interested in visual                 
arts. It provides an extra semester of 6th grade art in addition to the required course. Units in photography                   
and digital art, clay and sculpture, drawing, painting, and more will give artists the opportunity to expand                 
their creative thinking skills, and experiment with materials in new ways. 
 
 
BAND 6 
6th grade band is open to students who have previous band experience, and students with no previous                 
experience need the permission of the instructor to enroll. Students will be required to participate in three                 
concerts, the Performing Arts Festival (small groups & solos), and attend occasional small group lessons.               
There may be optional extra curricular opportunities such as jazz ensemble as well. 
 
In 6th grade band, students will develop fundamental performance skills and embark on a lifelong               
exploration of music and musicianship. Students will also discover and apply the artistic elements of               
music through interpretive and expressive playing. Tone quality and reading skills will be stressed along               
with leadership, teamwork, and character building will also be emphasized in this course. 
  
CHOIR 6  
Sixth grade choir is open to all 6th graders who have a love for singing. In this course choir students will                     
sing a wide variety of music. There will be an emphasis on learning to read music, singing harmony, and                   
focusing on how to use our changing voices. 
  
Each of our three middle school choirs is expected to perform in a choral concert for the public once each                    
quarter. In addition, the middle school choirs also participate in several vocal choral contests in the area.  
  
ORCHESTRA 6 
Sixth grade orchestra is open to students who have previous experience with 5th grade orchestra.               
Differing from 5th grade, 6th grade Orchestra class combines all instrument groups every day, as a large                 
group setting of violin, viola, and cello players. Students with no previous experience need the permission                
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of the instructor to enroll in Orchestra. In 6th grade Orchestra, students will be required to participate in                  
three concerts, the Performing Arts Festival (small groups & solos) and attend occasional small group               
lessons. 
 
Sixth grade orchestra provides students with learning and performance opportunities on violin, viola, and              
cello. The primary focus is the development and expansion of basic skills learned while participating in the                 
elementary string program. Topics covered in orchestra include: tone development and bowing technique;             
counting, timing, and rhythmic development; reading and notation skills; sight reading; scales and simple              
music theory; composing and conducting; development of an extensive vocabulary of musical terms and              
symbols; ear training and listening skills; equipment care and maintenance; and effective practice habits.              
Orchestra is a great opportunity for students to gain leadership and teamwork skills. 
 
GENERAL MUSIC 6 (required of students who do not choose another music course)  
This course is designed to give 6th graders a wide variety of experiences that will help them understand,                  
appreciate, and enjoy music. Students will learn how to play the guitar or piano in a unit that teaches the                    
basic skills. There are also units in music theory and music technology. 
 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 6 - HOW THINGS WORK 
In this course, which meets every other day for one semester, students will begin to learn about how the                   
things they see and use every day work. Students will explore basic manufacturing processes, learn and                
apply the engineering design process, design and build a hydraulic system that performs a specific               
function, and use basic coding concepts to manipulate small robots. The goal of this class is to expose                  
students to a wide variety of technology applications so they can begin to understand how the things                 
around them work. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6 - FIT FOR LIFE    
This course meets every other day for a semester. This elective course is offered in addition to the 6th                   
grade Physical Education requirement and is recommended for anyone committed to becoming healthy             
and fit. A variety of personal and group fitness activities designed to improve your strength, quickness,                
endurance, flexibility, and agility will be incorporated into each daily lesson. The class will focus on                
improving your overall fitness, establishing healthy habits to last a lifetime, and help you to become “fit for                  
life.” 
  
COMPUTER 6 
This course meets every other day for a semester. This offering is designed to help students master the                  
touch operation of the keyboard, stressing correct keystroking, proper keyboarding technique, and skill             
building drills for accuracy. Students will compose word processing documents along with practice in              
editing, saving, and printing procedures. Students will also learn basic computer parts and their              
significance in the operation of the computer. This will include basic computer terminology, how              
technology is used in society, online safety and the history of technology in communication. Students will                
use a variety of programs like Google tools and Microsoft Office software to produce projects with these                 
concepts 
  

 
 PART II: GRADE 7 
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**ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 7 
English Language Arts 7 is a required core academic course that meets for two periods daily                
implementing a curriculum aligned to the Common Core English Language Arts Standards. Language             
Arts is an integrated discipline in which reading, writing, listening, speaking and language skills are               
developed within a reading and writing workshop approach allowing students to learn independently and              
collaboratively. Throughout the year, students will be challenged to increase their proficiency within these              
disciplines through reading and analyzing complex texts in a variety of genres, utilizing the writing process                
to research and produce narrative, informative, and argumentative texts, participating in listening and             
speaking experiences, acquiring and applying English language conventions knowledge, and learning           
and using vocabulary-solving strategies. Technology is integrated into instruction on a regular basis to              
both engage learners and enhance 21st century skills.  
 
Because English Language Arts instruction builds an understanding of the human experience through             
critical thinking, problem-solving, communication, collaboration, and creativity, the curriculum is delivered           
through a thematic approach centered on a quarterly theme to provide a common context for learning                
grounded in the exploration of essential questions driven by inquiry to acquire deeper meaning and               
understanding of content and literacy skills. Grade 7 quarterly themes include identity, loyalty,             
preservation/conservation, and perseverance.  
 
**MATHEMATICS 7 
In Math 7, we will be incorporating the National Common Core Standards for Mathematics. These               
standards cover 1) two-dimensional geometry, 2) integers and rational numbers, 3) similarity, 4) ratios,              
rates, percents and proportions, 5) linear relationships, 6) probability, 7) three-dimensional measurement,            
and 8) comparison and predictions. 
  
For more information on the Common Core Standards, see http://standards.dpi.wi.gov/stn_ccss. 
  
**SOCIAL STUDIES 7- U.S. HISTORY 
Seventh grade social studies classes cover the period of time following the War of 1812 and the                 
beginnings of Sectionalism, which led to the Civil War. The course will end with the creation of the                  
Panama Canal. The year will begin with a review of basic atlas and geography skills, a review of                  
historical events occurring from the colonial period to sectionalism, as well as the study of the U.S.                 
Constitution and how a bill becomes a law. In addition, we will learn about Fort Atkinson’s impact on                  
U.S./Native American relations during the Blackhawk War and how Wisconsin changed U.S. politics             
through the Progressive Era. Other major historical themes include: industrialization, urbanization,           
immigration, the Spanish-American War, and the Gilded Age. 
  
**SCIENCE 7  
Science is a required course that meets every day during the school year. It is an activity-based course                  
that is centered on the objectives of teaching the concepts of science, and process of scientific inquiry.  
  
**PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7  
Physical education is a required course, which meets every other day. Units include speedball, softball,               
swimming, volleyball, pickleball, rollerblading, biking, and fitness training. 
  
BAND 7 
Seventh grade band is open to students who have previous band experience, and students with no                
previous experience need the permission of the instructor to enroll. Students will be required to participate                
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in four concerts, the Performing Arts Festival (small groups & solos) and attend occasional small group                
lessons. There will be optional extra curricular opportunities such as jazz ensemble as well. 
 
In 7th grade band, students will continue to develop fundamental performance skills and embark on a                
lifelong exploration of music and musicianship. Tone quality and reading skills will be stressed. Students               
will also discover and apply the artistic elements of music through interpretive and expressive playing.               
Leadership, teamwork, and character building are also emphasized in this course.  
 
CHOIR 7 
Seventh grade choir is open to all 7th graders who have a love for music and singing. In this course                    
students will sing a wide variety of music. Choir students will concentrate on learning to read music and                  
on singing three part harmonies. Frequently we explore the vocal development of tenor and/or baritone               
parts as the boys’ voices change. 
 
Much of our focus will be on how to use our maturing and changing voices. Students are expected to do                    
their very best in class and to attend two lessons per quarter. Each of our three middle school choirs are                    
expected to perform in a choral concert for the public once each quarter. In addition, the middle school                  
choirs participate in several vocal choral contests in the area.   
 
ORCHESTRA 7 
Seventh grade orchestra is open to students who have previous orchestra experience. Students with no               
previous experience need the permission of the instructor to enroll in orchestra. In seventh grade               
orchestra, students will be required to participate in three concerts, the Performing Arts Festival (small               
groups & solos) and attend occasional small group lessons. 
 
Seventh grade orchestra provides students with learning and performance opportunities on violin, viola,             
cello, and bass. Students will continue to develop fundamental performance skills and an exploration of               
music that will last a lifetime. Topics covered in orchestra include: tone development and bowing               
technique; counting, timing, and rhythmic development; reading and notation skills; sight reading; scales             
and simple music theory; composing and conducting; development of an extensive vocabulary of musical              
terms and symbols; ear training and listening skills; equipment care and maintenance; and effective              
practice habits. Orchestra is a great opportunity for students to gain leadership and teamwork skills. 
 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 7 - DESIGN, BUILD, IMPROVE 
In this course, which meets every other day for a full year, students will explore how aerodynamics, air                  
resistance, and wind in general can be used and manipulated to make power and do different types of                  
work. Students will also learn and apply the engineering design process to a variety of hands-on projects,                 
including CO2 dragsters, making windmills, paper airplanes, and building an insulated system. Students             
will also learn the basics of Computer Aided Design and the manufacturing process as they use wood and                  
plastics to design and build consumer goods like toolboxes and various 3D printable objects. Nominal               
fees may apply to some projects.  
  
SPANISH 7 
Seventh grade Spanish is an elective course that meets every other day for the entire year and is open to                    
all students. This course exposes students to the basics of the Spanish language. Topics include               
greetings, alphabet, numbers, colors, calendar, and the classroom. Students will learn about the             
twenty-one Spanish speaking countries and various cultural aspects of Latin America through music,             

5 



video, and culture based crafts. This course is highly recommended for students to prepare for Spanish 1                 
or Spanish 8 in 8th grade. 
 
ART 7 -- INTRODUCTION TO 2D & 3D ART 
If you liked 6th grade art you’ll love this class, because it lasts for the entire year! That’s good, because                    
there is so much art to learn about, experience, and explore. Drawing, painting, sculpture, clay,               
photography, digital art, graphic design, and printmaking will make 7th grade your most creative year yet.                
This class meets all year, on alternating days. You will take it concurrently with another .5 elective. 
 
ACCELERATED ART 7 
This is year 1 of the 2 year long Accelerated Art program. This class is designed for students who have                    
applied and have been accepted into this advanced course.  
 
Topics/media will include photography and digital art, carving, ceramics, sculpture, drawing, painting, and 
printmaking. Artists will experience critique/discussion, and will learn about writing artist statements and 
creating a portfolio. Art history and art analysis will be interwoven through it all. Hands-on workshops and 
field trips will expand the experience further. The small class size and advanced nature of the curriculum 
will allow for a great deal of individual instruction and creative independence. 
 
Interested students must complete an application to be considered for enrollment. Please contact your art 
instructor to get the form, or if you have questions. Students traditionally apply and are accepted during                 
their 2nd semester of 6th grade. Exceptions can be made based on individual student needs. Please                
bring your acceptance letter to course sign up to ensure you are registered for the correct class.  
 
 

 
 
PART III: GRADE 8 
  
**ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 8 
English Language Arts 8 is a required core academic course that meets for one period daily implementing                 
a curriculum aligned to the Common Core English Language Arts Standards. Language Arts is an               
integrated discipline in which reading, writing, listening, speaking and language skills are developed within              
a reading and writing workshop approach allowing students to learn independently and collaboratively.             
Technology is integrated into instruction on a regular basis to both engage learners and enhance 21st                
century skills.  
 
Because English Language Arts instruction builds an understanding of the human experience through             
critical thinking, problem-solving, communication, collaboration, and creativity, the curriculum is delivered           
through a thematic approach. Each quarter a new theme provides a common context for learning               
focused on essential questions. Grade 8 quarterly themes include resiliency, alliances, modernization,            
and perspective. 
 
ELA CORE PLUS - 8 
Core Plus English Language Arts is offered to students by recommendation only. This class meets one                
period daily in addition to the regular English Language Arts 8 class and is for students who would benefit                   
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from additional direct instruction in a smaller group setting. Time is spent pre-teaching or reteaching,               
reviewing, and providing one-on-one support to students in all areas of English Language Arts. 
 
MATH 8 CORE PLUS 
This course will meet everyday for students who need additional support to be successful in the Math 8 
classroom. During this class period there will be pre-teaching of new and upcoming content and 
reteaching of content previously covered in the Math 8 classroom. Students will have the opportunity to 
ask questions and build confidence as math learners in a small group setting. Individualized skill work will 
be provided on an as-needed basis for students who do not meet grade level standards. 
 
Teacher, student, and parent request will be weighed in the selection for students in need of this 
additional support. 
 
**MATHEMATICS 8  
All 8th grade students will be placed in either Math 8 or Algebra 8. We will be examining test data,                     

current math performance, and an Algebra screening tool to help us make that determination. As in the                 
past, teacher, student, and parent requests will be weighed to ensure that students can be most                
successful in their 8th grade math selection 
 
ALGEBRA 8 - This is a high school algebra course offered at the middle school. Students will be looking                   
at mathematics in a more abstract way than they did in previous courses. Upon successful completion of                 
this course, students may be eligible to take Geometry as freshmen. 
  
In Algebra, we will be incorporating the National Common Core Standards for Mathematics. These              
standards cover 1) linear and inverse variation, 2) Pythagorean Theorem, 3) exponential functions, 4)              
symmetry and transformations, 5) working with equivalent expressions, 6) systems of linear equations             
and inequalities, 7) quadratic functions, and 8) function families. 
  
MATH 8 - In Math 8, we will be incorporating the National Common Core Standards for Mathematics.                 
These standards cover 1) linear and inverse variation, 2) Pythagorean Theorem, 3) exponential functions,              
4) symmetry and transformations, 5) working with equivalent expressions, and 6) systems of linear              
equations and inequalities. 
  
For more information on the Common Core Standards, see http://standards.dpi.wi.gov/stn_ccss. 
. 
**SOCIAL STUDIES 8 – Western Culture Studies  
Eighth grade students will begin the year studying the Five Geographic Themes, climatic determinants,              
types of governments, types of religions and world demographics, time zones and mapping skills. The               
remainder of the year is spent applying the skills learned in quarter one to Western cultural regions                 
including the United States, Canada, Latin America, Europe and Australia. Each regional unit will include               
cultural characteristics and historical events. 
  
**SCIENCE 8  
Students perform a variety of laboratory experiments that give them a valid understanding of the nature of                 
science and the way that knowledge in science has been accumulated. It arms the student with the skills                  
and concepts that will help them interpret the natural phenomena and technology that confronts them in                
their lives.  
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**HEALTH 8  
This course meets every other day opposite physical education class. It is designed to help provide                
students with the knowledge to make decisions leading to a healthy, productive life. Major units may                
include human growth and development, wellness, nutrition, mental health, drug and alcohol education,             
body systems, and diseases. 
  
**PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8  
Physical education is a required course that meets every other day. Units include flag football, floor                
hockey, rollerblading, archery, ultimate sports, weight training, volleyball, basketball, badminton, biking,           
and fitness training. 
  
**EXPLORATION 8 – CAREERS   
Careers is a semester course required for all eighth graders for the purpose of career exploration. The                 
course is divided into two parts - career exploration and employment skills. The first half of the course is                   
designed to enable students to identify their personal interests, aptitudes, and attitudes. They complete a               
variety of surveys that help determine careers for which they might be suited. Those careers are then                 
researched in some depth. During the second half of the class, students learn about the world of work.                  
Throughout the year, students are also introduced to the world of banking, credit, marketing and ethics. At                 
the end of the year, students select a career/salary and attend a Fair put on by the Chamber of                   
Commerce to simulate the real world of living.  

  
**EXPLORATION 8 – BUSINESS CONCEPTS II This offering is a semester course designed to acquaint               
students with the role of computers in our society. Keyboarding skill will be utilized and word processing                 
skills will be refined. Students will be introduced to communication documents, spreadsheets, computer             
graphics, templates, desktop publishing, presentation software, and basic business concepts through           
FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America). 
  
BAND 8 
Eighth grade band is open to students who have previous band experience. Students with no previous                
experience need the permission of the instructor to enroll. Students will be required to participate in four                 
concerts, the Performing Arts Festival (small groups & solos) and attend occasional small group lessons.               
There will be optional extra-curricular opportunities such as jazz ensemble. 
 
In 8th Grade Band, students will develop advanced performance skills to prepare them for the high school                 
music experience. Tone quality, intonation, and reading skills will be stressed. Students will also discover               
and apply the artistic elements of music through interpretive and expressive playing. Leadership,             
teamwork, and character building are also emphasized in this course. 
 
CHOIR 8  
Eighth grade choir is open to all students who have a love for music and singing. In this choir, students                    
will sing a wide variety of music. Choir students will concentrate on a deeper understanding of                
musicianship, learning to read music, and singing in three or four part harmony. Of course, much of our                  
focus will be on how to use our new maturing and changing voices. 
 
Students are expected to do their very best in class and attend two lessons per quarter. Each of our three                    
middle school choirs is expected to perform in a choral concert for the public once each quarter. In                  
addition, the middle school choirs also participate in several vocal choral contests in the area.  
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 ORCHESTRA 8  
Eighth grade orchestra is open to students who have previous orchestra experience. Students with no               
previous experience need the permission of the instructor to enroll in orchestra. In 8th grade orchestra,                
students will be required to participate in three concerts, the Performing Arts Festival (small groups &                
solos) and attend occasional small group lessons. 
 
Since eighth grade orchestra meets every day, this is a year when students will show a tremendous                 
amount of growth in their musicianship. Students will develop intermediate and advanced performance             
skills to prepare for high school orchestra. Topics covered in orchestra include: tone development and               
bowing technique; counting, timing, and rhythmic development; reading and notation skills; sight reading;             
scales and simple music theory; composing and conducting; development of an extensive vocabulary of              
musical terms and symbols; ear training and listening skills; equipment care and maintenance; and              
effective practice habits. Orchestra is a great opportunity for students to gain leadership and teamwork               
skills. 
 
ART 8 - 2D 
Learn to draw what your eyes (and your mind) can see. Expand your photography skills and explore                 
some of the ways graphic designers and photographers use Adobe Photoshop. Experience some “old              
school” art forms by trying printmaking methods such as screen printing and etching Find out how                
animated videos are made, and create your own. Discover the power of color, and learn about painting                 
techniques you can use to express yourself. This one semester course will meet every day, allowing                
artists time to hone their technical skills and expand their creative thinking. 
  
Students who wish to be in an art class for the entire year may elect to take both 2D Art 8 and 3D Art 8.  
 
Art 8 - 3D 
Two dimensional art has height and width. 3D art has depth too, and so does this class! Create wonderful                   
things using found objects and mixed media. Play with clay - both hand built and on the potter’s wheel.                   
Experience carving techniques. Engineer an armature for a large-scale sculpture. Find out what bas relief               
means. After this class, you will never see ordinary objects in quite the same way again.This one                 
semester course will meet every day, allowing artists time to hone their technical skills and expand their                 
creative thinking. 
  
Students who wish to be in an art class for the entire year may elect to take both 2D Art 8 and 3D Art 8.  
 
ACCELERATED ART 8 
This is year 2 of the Accelerated Art program. This class is designed for students who have successfully                  
completed Accelerated Art 7 and have received their art instructors recommendation to continue into              
Accelerated Art 8.  
 
This is a high school equivalent class open to 8th graders who are serious about art. With successful                  
completion and teacher recommendation it will take the place of the entry level Art Foundations course at                 
the high school, creating a path for students who may be aiming for AP Art Studio and AP Art History in                     
their senior year. Topics/media will include photography and digital art, metals, carving, hand built and               
wheel thrown ceramics, wearable art, sculpture, drawing, painting, and printmaking. Artists will experience             
critique/discussion, and will learn about writing artist statements and creating a portfolio. Art history and               
art analysis will be interwoven through it all. Hands-on workshops and field trips will expand the                
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experience further. The small class size and advanced nature of the curriculum will allow for a great deal                  
of individual instruction and creative independence. 
 
Students traditionally apply and are accepted during their 2nd semester of 6th grade. Exceptions can be                
made based on individual student needs. Please bring your acceptance letter to course sign up to ensure                 
you are registered for the correct class. 
 
AGRIBUSINESS 8 
This is a semester course. It will introduce the student to the diverse field of agriculture. Students will                  
learn about career opportunities in agriculture, and be introduced to various topics and areas in               
agriculture. Topics covered include Agriculture economy and history; Animal, plant and soil science; food              
processing; and companion animals. Various hands-on activities accompany most units of study.            
Students will also have the opportunity to become active in the FFA (an intercurricular leadership and                
self-development organization for students enrolled in agriculture education). 
 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 8 - ENGINEERING AND MANUFACTURING 
In the course, which meets every day for a semester, students will take a deeper dive into the engineering                   
and manufacturing processes. Students will explore the engineering design process by designing and             
building paper roller coasters and balsa wood bridges. Students will also use Computer Aided Design to                
learn about the rapid prototyping process and to introduce a variety of drafting and designing techniques.                
To prepare students for technology education at the high school level, we will focus a portion of the class                   
on learning about the manufacturing process. Students will learn about machine and tool safety, tool use,                
selection, and function, how to read job plans, organize cut lists, and efficiently construct a product of their                  
choice from start to finish. Nominal fees may apply to some projects. 
 
SPANISH I 
Spanish I is a high school level course being offered to 8th graders. It is an intense course geared for                    
students who are committed to a rigorous study of the Spanish language and culture. Students who are                 
successful in Spanish I will be able to move directly to Spanish II at the high school. This is a year long                      
course that meets on a daily basis. Students who continue their foreign language study at the high school                  
would be able to access AP level language courses. Spanish I incorporates speaking, listening, reading,               
and writing tasks which lay the groundwork for oral and written communication skills. The course focuses                
on the mastery of basic vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation skills. The study of Hispanic culture will                
also be part of the course. Cultural awareness opportunities are offered throughout the year. An               
additional course fee is assessed per student to cover the cost of an ancillary workbook. This workbook                 
is used in the Level I and Level II Spanish classes. 
 
SPANISH 8 
Spanish 8 meets daily for one semester. It is geared for students who wish to continue exploring the                  
Spanish language and culture in preparation for Level I Spanish at the high school. The course will focus                  
on basic vocabulary and verbal communication skills in travel, cooking, and other teenage interests and               
hobbies. This course does not replace Spanish level I; students wishing to pursue language at the high                 
school will need to begin with Spanish I as a freshman. 
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PART IV - Grades 6 - 8 
  
STUDY HALL 
If a student is not scheduled for a specific class during a period, the alternative is a resource room                   
(sometimes referred to as a study hall). It is recommended that students take electives whenever               
possible to expand their interests and experiences in other areas, and sometimes that leaves them with                
an opening in their schedule for this opportunity. This is a supervised, independent, study period where                
supervisors help students by maintaining an environment that is conducive to learning and are available               
to assist students with work when asked. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION - MODIFIED 
This course is designed to improve the strength, flexibility, and psychomotor skills of the individual. This                
is done through daily exercises, weight training, and low organizational games. It is designed for the                
individual who is unsuccessful in a regular physical education class because of physical handicap,              
medical restrictions, temporary handicapping conditions, or a very low degree of fitness and motor              
development skill.  
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